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Dear Bears, 

As we enter February, I am filled with immense joy and gratitude for the wonderful com-

munity we have here at Burton Elementary School. As spring approaches and we push 

towards summer, our commitment to nurturing minds and fostering growth is as strong 

as ever. 

At the Bear’s Den, February is not just about Valentine's Day; it's about celebrating the 

love of learning and the personal growth that comes with it. In our classrooms, hallways, 

and playground, you can witness daily the love and dedication our students have for ex-

ploring new ideas, solving problems, and supporting one another. It is the great special 

character we have flowing through Burton Elementary School.  

This month, we will continue to focus on leadership and the importance of understand-

ing and appreciating our differences, knowing that diversity enriches our learning envi-

ronment and prepares us to thrive in an interconnected world. 

Sadly, it appears that our ski season will be cancelled this year. We appreciate what Sum-

mit Lake Ski Resort provided for our students and hope we can return to the slopes next 

year. In Lieu of this, we will be heading to Nakusp for a chance to skate. I appreciate 

what our staff does in order to give our kids such great opportunities.  

Parents and guardians, your partnership in your child's education is invaluable. I encour-

age you to continue to engage with us, ask questions, and support your child's learning 

journey. Together, we can empower our students to reach their fullest potential. 

As we embrace the spirit of February, let us remember that every day is an opportunity 

to learn something new, be challenged and grow into the best versions of ourselves. 

With warm regards, 

Brent 

 



Burton Elementary School    
Contact Information 

Address 

219 Burton School Rd  
Burton, BC V0G 1R0 
(250) 265-3638 ext 3998 
 
Principal       Ext 

Brent Cook       3310 
Brent.cook@sd10.bc.ca 

Administrative Assistant      

Jess Coates       3998 
Jessica.coates@sd10.bc.ca 

Teachers 

Tracey Wallis    K-1 
Rachel Walmsley   2-4 
Sean Johnston    5-7 
Kristi Mortell-Leblanc  Learning Resource 
      
Education Assistants 

Jodi McLean    Ms. Wallis’ class 
Carol Fox      Mr. Johnston’s  class 
 
Librarian 
Susan Bampton 
 
Strongstart/Seamless Day After-school  
Lora Mae Swanson 
 
Custodian     Bus Driver 
Brandi Mighton    Theresa Wanstall  

 

Please               

remember to  

notify the office 

when your         

child(ren) will be 

absent from 

school 



 

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Feb 19th:    Family Day– No school 

 

 

Feb 22nd:    Assembly/Open House @ 2:45pm          
      **Parents Welcome**  

 

Feb 23rd:    Switch week– classes in-session  

 

Feb 26th:    Metis Presentation @ 1:30pm- Families          
      Welcome 

 

Feb 28th:    Pink Shirt Day  

 

Feb 29th:    Leap Day!  

 

 

   

 



Upcoming March activities– 

sign up today!  



Come have fun with Ms. Lora Mae  during our       

after-school care program  at BES. It runs               

Monday-Thursday from 3:30pm-5:30pm.  Registration 

is now open to all BES students from K-7.  Full-time 

and part-time spots are available.  $15/day. 

 

Please contact the office or Lora Mae directly to     

register.  

 





Indigenous Education 
Musical performance at BES by Metis singer, songwriter and storyteller Patrick Alexandre on 
Monday, February 26th from 1:30pm - 3:15 pm. Parents are welcome to attend. Below is a 
write-up about Patrick and his performance.  

 

RedBoine by Patrick Alexandre Song by song, story by captivating story, Patrick Alexandre takes 
audiences through the tumultuous years of the Red River Resistance as seen through the eyes of 
his ancestors. His heartfelt songs offer an original and intimate perspective of Metis life resisting, 
fighting and dying in the days of Canada's Confederation. 

Métis roots powerhouse singer Patrick Alexandre re-emerges from the recent hiatus with a soon 
to be released bilingual concept album exploring the various roles his ancestors played throughout 
the Red River Resistances of 1869. The Juno nominated producer, songwriter and multi-
instrumentalist blends stories and songs, taking you on an emotional journey through Canadian 
history. The experiences of his ancestors provide a very human and personal perspective to a com-
plex issue. 
Using his unique blend of Folk, Blues, and Country music, Alexandre gets down into the gritty 
truths of the turmoil faced by his relatives and the people around them in a difficult and ever 
changing time, demonstrating the resilience and Joi de vivre the Métis People are known for. 

 

This month our K-7's are focusing on the Grandfather Teaching of Love that is represented by 
the Eagle. Metis artist Phyllis Poitras-Jarrett describes eagle spirit and love as the following: 

 

Eagle Spirit  

I am the eagle spirit. I love all beings unconditionally and will embrace you with open 
wings. I will support you at your weakest and most joyful moments. My love knows no 
boundaries. I will protect you and guide you like I do my offspring. Love yourself and a 
peaceful flow will spread from your heart to those who cross your path. Soon grati-
tude and love will be mirrored back to you. Your vision will become clear knowing that 
love, kindness and peace is being spread across Mother Earth.  
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